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Shadow Human Rights Council

Subject: Report of the UN Human Rights Council 5th special session on Myanmar (2 October 2007)

Justification to convene a special session:

1) use of deadly force by the government against protesters, including monks and students leaders, and bystanders in Jangon, Mandalay and other cities as well as number of reported deaths and serious injuries resulting therefrom;

2) information on human rights violations in the special procedures reports on summary execution, freedom of religion, human rights defenders, freedom of expression, torture, independence of judges and lawyers, arbitrary detention;

3) increasing number of political prisoners.

International society’s feedback:

1) United Nations Secretary General’s and United Nations Hish Commissioner for Human Rights’ press statements;

2) access provided by the UN Under Secretary-General Gambari.

Recognised solution proposal:

Opening a space of dialogue and peaceful settlement of the brutal crackdown of the military.

Myanmar’s position:

1) since 2003 the Special Rapporteur on Myanmar has not been granted access;

lack of will to maintain dialogue with the  other states in Asia and worldwide;

2) condemnation of HRC position.

Resolution adopted:

1) strongly condemns the human rights violations in Myanmar;

2) urges to the government to ensure the respect for human rights, to end impunity and to bring the perpetrators to justice;

3) urges the government to engage in national dialogue with all parties.

The IFLRY Shadow Human Rights Council appreciates the idea of the resolution and of the session sponsored by Portugal. At the same time, the SHRC expects that the UN Secretary General provides the Special Rapporteur with all the necessary means to fulfil his tasks. From the side of the government of Myanmar it would be highly appreciated to invite the Special Rapporteur and establish institution of national dialogue.
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