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Bureau Report

	Date:
	30 June 2008

	From:
	Ahissata Camara

	To:
	Executive Committee, Manila 25-26 July 2008


Subject: Bureau report December 2007 – July 2008

Introduction :

My main focus this period has been to revitalize OALY, to re-establish and re-activate IFLRY’s contacts and member orgs in Africa as well as to prepare an OALY Congress in Africa. I have had very frequent email and phone communication with African member orgs and contacts, worked hard on revitalizing OALY by getting organizations to participate to the Johannesburg liberal youth event, setting a realistic strategy forward for OALY and by following up with the FNF and the OALY member organizations so that work progressed as planned after the event.

Tasks:

1. Seminars:  “Several events in Africa with the ultimate aim of reviving OALY and involving African young liberals into IFLRY “

Bart and myself helped the FNF with selecting and contacting liberal youth organizations for the event in Johannesburg in April 2008. Since the FNF had few contacts themselves, I believe our help was very beneficial for the event.  In the process quite a few of IFLRY’s member organizations - who hadn’t heard from IFLRY in a too long time – were happy to hear from IFLRY and expressed a strong intention to contribute to IFLRY and OALY which has since been backed up contribution to subsequent activities such as OALY speaks and preparations for the upcoming OALY Congress.

Events held in Europe but with importance for involving African young liberals in IFLRY included the LYMEC GA and seminar in Barcelona with a Africa-Europe cooperation theme, and the LI GA in Belfast where I made promising new contacts with liberal mother parties of Burkina Faso, Zimbabwe (Morgan Tsvangirai was present) Kenya (Rosemary Odinga was present), Morocco, Tunsia and Egypt. 

2. Revitalization of OALY.  “Ensuring a new bureau is formed with motivated people which are given clear responsibilities.”

To elect a new OALY bureau in Johannesburg would have been against the statutes, so instead, a core group of motivated people were given clear tasks at the Johannesburg seminar.  My task was/is to coordinate all the post-Johannesburg OALY work including to check that people are producing on the tasks assigned in Johannesburg.  This has proven to be quite tough work, but by letting people understand that they will get a phone call from me regularly and that emails go out outlining personal responsibilities and progress things are actually moving forward. The persons that do good work know that they are very likely to take place in the next OALY bureau. 

Since Johannesburg I have also been in charge of arranging an OALY Congress (Seminar + GA) scheduled to take place in Ivory Coast in autumn 2008.  I have in close cooperation with FAL, RJR and RDR found a venue, an organizing committee, set up a budget, a theme, objectives and a programme. I have tried to be very transparent towards the FNF so that they will see that we are working hard on preparing the event and so that they will make true on their implicit promise to contribute to the funding of the event.  

3. All bureau members should write on the bureau blog

I have made a schedule for the bureau for writing on the bureau blog. To date I have myself unfortunately only made one entry to the blog, but thanks to my fellow bureau members the blog is clearly more active this period than the last. 

4. Have 2000+ 'Facebook friends' this year and 4000+ the next year

The IFLRY facebook group has at the time of writing 1190 members. I have been urging people to join the group at all possible occasions.   

Tasks not included in the Plan of Action:

I have on two occasions got media attention for IFLRY in Ivorian newspapers. 

  Regional responsibility:

Subsaharan Africa + Ireland

For regional work – see above.

Agenda:

20-22 January 2008, Strasbourg PACE/ALDE session

20-22 March, London : Bureau Meeting

30 March – 5 April 2008,  Johannesburg (South Africa) : IFLRY/FNF Seminar ‘African Liberal Youth Cooperation] + OALY Meeting

29 April – 4 May, Barcelona, LYMEC Seminar and GA

15 – 18 May, Belfast : LI GA 
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