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SARAJEVOSARAJEVOSARAJEVOSARAJEVO    

SarajevoSarajevoSarajevoSarajevo  is the capital city and largest urban center of Bosnia and Herzegovina, with an estimated 
total population of approximately 500,000 people.  

It is also the capital of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina entity, and the de jure capital of 
the Republika Srpska entity, as well as the center of the Sarajevo Canton. Sarajevo is located in the 
Sarajevo valley of Bosnia proper, surrounded by the Dinaric Alps and situated around the Miljacka 
river. The city is famous for its traditional religious diversity, with adherents of Islam, Catholicism, 
Orthodoxy, and Judaism peacefully coexisting there for centuries.     

Although settlement in the area stretches back to prehistoric times, the modern city arose as an 
Ottoman stronghold in the 15th century. Sarajevo has attracted international attention several 
times throughout its history: In 1914 it was the site of the assassination that sparked World War I, 
while seventy years later it became the host city of the 1984 Winter Olympics. More recently, 
Sarajevo underwent the longest siege in modern military history during the Bosnian War. Today the 
city is recovering and adjusting to a post-war reality, as a major center of culture and economic 
development in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

GeographyGeographyGeographyGeography    

Sarajevo is located at  43� 52�0�N, 18� 25�0�E, in the exact geometric center of the triangular-shaped 
Bosnia-Herzegovina and within the historical region of Bosnia proper. It lies in the Sarajevo valley, 
in the middle of the Dinaric Alps. The valley itself once formed a vast expanse of greenery, but gave 
way to urban expansion and development in the post-World War II era. The city is surrounded by 
heavily forested hills and five major mountains. The highest of the surrounding peaks is Treskavica, 
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then Bjelasnica, Jahorina, Trebevic, Igman being the shortest. Last four are also known as Olympics 
mountains of Sarajevo.The city itself has its fair share of hilly terrain, as evidenced by the many 
steeply inclined streets and settlements seemingly perched on the hillsides. 

The Miljacka river is one of the city's chief geographic features. It flows through the city from east 
through the center of Sarajevo to west part of city where eventually meets up with the Bosna river. 
Miljacka river is "The Sarajevo River", with its source in the town of Pale, several kilometers to the 
east of Sarajevo. The Bosna's source, Vrelo Bosne near Ilid� a (west Sarajevo), is another notable 
natural landmark and a popular destination for Sarajevans and other tourists. Several smaller rivers 
and streams also run through the city and its vicinity. 

ClimateClimateClimateClimate    

Sarajevo has a mild continental climate, lying between the climate zones of central Europe to the 
north and the Mediterranean to the south. The average yearly temperature is 9.5 � C, with January (-
1.3 � C avg.) being the coldest month of the year and July (19.1 � C avg.) the warmest.  

History 

The Sarajevo valley has a long and rich history dating back to the Neolithic period, when the Butmir 
Culture flourished. Several Illyrian settlements existed in the area before it was conquered by Rome 
in 9 CE During Roman times, a town named Aquae Sulphurae ("sulfuric thermal spring") existed on 
the location of the present-day Sarajevo suburb of Ilid� a. After the Romans, the Goths settled the 
area, followed by the Slavs in the 7th century. The settlement Vrh-Bosna existed in the valley as a 
Slavic citadel from 1263 until it was conquered by the Ottoman Empire's warriors in 1429. Under 
Isa-Beg Isakovi� , the first Ottoman governor of the Bosnia Province, the settlement was established 
as a city, named Bosna-Saraj, around the citadel in 1461. The name Sarajevo is derived from 
Turkish saray ovas�, meaning the field around saray. 

GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment    

Building of the Government of BaH 

Sarajevo is the capital of the country of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its 
sub-entity, the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as of the 
Sarajevo Canton. It is also the de jure capital of other entity, Republika 
Srpska. Each of these levels of government has their parliament or 
council, as well as judicial courts, in the city. In addition many foreign 
embassies are located in Sarajevo. 

Sarajevo's Municipalities are further split into "local communities". They 
have a small role in city government and are intended as a way for 

ordinary citizens to get involved in city government. They are based around key neighborhoods in 
the city. 
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Bosna i HercegovinaBosna i HercegovinaBosna i HercegovinaBosna i Hercegovina    

�����     �     �	
�	��
���     

Bosnia and HerzegovinaBosnia and HerzegovinaBosnia and HerzegovinaBosnia and Herzegovina    

    

KEY  FACTS:KEY  FACTS:KEY  FACTS:KEY  FACTS:    

 
 

FlagFlagFlagFlag    Coat of armsCoat of armsCoat of armsCoat of arms    

CAPITAL: CAPITAL: CAPITAL: CAPITAL: Sarajevo 

OFFICIAL LANGUOFFICIAL LANGUOFFICIAL LANGUOFFICIAL LANGUAGES:AGES:AGES:AGES: Bosnian, Croatian and Serbian 

GOVERNMENT:GOVERNMENT:GOVERNMENT:GOVERNMENT: Parliamentary democracy 

PRESIDENCY MEMBERS:PRESIDENCY MEMBERS:PRESIDENCY MEMBERS:PRESIDENCY MEMBERS: Zeljko Komsic, Nebojsa Radmanovic, Haris Silajdzic 

HIGH REPRESENTATIVE:HIGH REPRESENTATIVE:HIGH REPRESENTATIVE:HIGH REPRESENTATIVE:  Miroslav Lajcak 
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INDEPENDENCE:INDEPENDENCE:INDEPENDENCE:INDEPENDENCE:    

·  Formed: 29. August 1189. 

·  Kingdom established: 26. October 1377 

·  Independence lost�to Ottoman Empire: year 1463� 

·  National Day: 25. November 1943. 

·  Independence from SFR Yugoslavia: 1. March 1992. 

·  Recognized: 6. April 1992. 

AREA:AREA:AREA:AREA: 51,197�km��/ 19,767 �sq�mi� 

POPULATION:POPULATION:POPULATION:POPULATION: 2007�estimate 4,552,198 

GDP (PPP):GDP (PPP):GDP (PPP):GDP (PPP): 2007�estimate 

·  Total $41.734 billion (IMF) 

·  Per capita: $9,168 (IMF) 

GDPGDPGDPGDP    (nominal):(nominal):(nominal):(nominal): 2007�estimate 

·  Total: $13.2 billion (IMF)� 

·  Per capita: $3,306 (IMF)� 

CURRENCY:CURRENCY:CURRENCY:CURRENCY: Convertible mark (BAM) 

TIME ZONE: TIME ZONE: TIME ZONE: TIME ZONE: CET (UTC+1) 

INTERNET TLD:INTERNET TLD:INTERNET TLD:INTERNET TLD: .ba 

CALLING CODECALLING CODECALLING CODECALLING CODE: +387 
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EconomyEconomyEconomyEconomy    

The Holiday Inn, Sarajevo, 1983, architect Ivan 
Straus.  

As of 2008 it will be part of the Grand Media Center 
Complex. 

After decades of communism and years of war, 
Sarajevo's economy has been subject to 
reconstruction and rehabilitation programs. 
Amongst other economic landmarks, the Central 
Bank of Bosnia and Herzegovina opened in 
Sarajevo in 1997 and the Sarajevo. Stock Exchange 

began trading in 2002. The city's large manufacturing, administration, and tourism base, combined 
with a large informal market, makes it one of the strongest economic regions of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.                                                                        While Sarajevo had a large industrial base 
during its communist period, only a few pre-existing businesses have successfully adapted to the 
market economy. Sarajevo industries now include tobacco products, furniture, hosiery, 
automobiles, and communication equipment. Companies based in Sarajevo include B&H Airlines 
(Formerly Air Bosna), BH Telecom, Bosmal City Center, Bosnalijek, Energopetrol, Sarajevo Tobacco 
Factory, and Sarajevska Pivara (Sarajevo Brewery). 

    Communications and meCommunications and meCommunications and meCommunications and mediadiadiadia    

The headquarters of the Sarajevo  newspaper and Radon Plaza Hotel 

As the capital and largest city of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo is 
the main center of the country's media.  

Oslobodenje (Liberation), founded in 1943, is Sarajevo longest 
running newspaper and the only one to survive the war. However, 
this long running and trusted newspaper has fallen behind the 
Dnevni Avaz (Daily Voice), founded in 1995. in circulation in 
Sarajevo. Other local periodicals include the Croatian newspaper 
Hrvatska Rijec and the Bosnian magazine Start, as well as weekly 
newspapers Slobodna Bosna (Free Bosnia) and BH Dani (BH Days). 

The Public Broadcast Service of Bosnia and Herzegovina is Sarajevo's 
public television station, one of three in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Other stations based in the city 
include NRTV �Studio 99	, NTV Hayat, Open Broadcast Network, TV Kantona Sarajevo and Televizija 
Alfa. Many small independent radio stations exist, included established stations such as Radio M, 
Radio Grad (Radio Old Town), eFM Student Radio, Radio 202 and RSG. Radio Free Europe, as well as 
several American and West European stations, are available in the city, too. 
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CultureCultureCultureCulture    

The National Museum of BaH, in Sarajevo. 

Sarajevo has been home to many different religions for 
centuries, giving the city a range of diverse cultures. Slavic 
Muslims, Orthodox, Catholics and Jews all shared the city 
while maintaining distinctive identities. Today, however, 
the city is overwhelmingly Bosnian Muslim, but in recent 
years many returnees have been noticed as well as a 
growing number of foreigners from Eastern Asia. 

The city is rich in museums, including the Museum of 
Sarajevo, the Ars Aevi Museum of Contemporary Art, the National Museum of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (established in 1888 and home to the Sarajevo Haggadah), the Historical Museum of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Olimpic Museum and the Museum of Literature and Theatre Arts of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. The city also hosts the National theatre of Bosnia and Herzegovina, established in 
1919, as well as the Sarajevo Youth Theatre. Other cultural institutions include the Center for 
Sarajevo Culture, Sarajevo City Library, Art Gallery of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the Bosniak 
Institute, a privately owned library and art collection focusing on Bosniak history. 

The Sarajevo Film Festival, established in 1995, has become the premier film festival in the Balkans 
and very respectable festival in Europe and World. The Sarajevo Winter Festival, Sarajevo Jazz 
Festival are well-known, as are the Ba
� ar
 ija Nights, a month-long showcase of local culture, music, 
and dance. 
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NNNNGOGOGOGO    InformationInformationInformationInformation    
*Please read carefully. On December 13th, we will be visiting these NGOs. We will split into three 
groups. Please familiarize yourself with your choices:  

 

1. OMLADINSKA INFORMATIVNA AGENCIJA (OIA) 1. OMLADINSKA INFORMATIVNA AGENCIJA (OIA) 1. OMLADINSKA INFORMATIVNA AGENCIJA (OIA) 1. OMLADINSKA INFORMATIVNA AGENCIJA (OIA) �     YOUTH INFORMATION AGENCYYOUTH INFORMATION AGENCYYOUTH INFORMATION AGENCYYOUTH INFORMATION AGENCY 

  

 

Contact:Contact:Contact:Contact:    

Address:  
Branilaca grada 19B 
71000 Sarajevo 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Tel/fax: +387 33 209 753 
Email: oia@oiabih.info  
Web: www.oiaoiaoiaoiabih.info  
 

OIA is a non-governmental and nonpartisan organization operating on level of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina as an independent institute in the field of youth policy development, with the aim of 
improving the position of youth and increasing their participation in society. OIA cooperates 
through three sectors: Info Service, Youth Policy Sector, Capacity Building , with more than 50 
government bodies and more than 200 youth organizations in BiH and the South East European 
region, as well as international organizations and young people. 
    
OIA is one of the organizations operating on BiH level because its programs and activities cover the 
territory of the whole country, but also because its staff is coming from different cities in BiH. Main 
executive body is a Board consisting of 6 program persons from the Office in Sarajevo and 5 
regional coordinators from Banja Luka, Bihac, Mostar, Zenica and Zvornik. OIA also has some 
program assistants, many associates and trainers, and a couple of advisory committees for specific 
programs.  OIA has main office in Sarajevo and 5 regional offices in Banja Luka, Bihac, Mostar, 
Zenica and Zvornik. 
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2. 2. 2. 2. INICIJATIVA MLADIH ZA LJUDSKA PRAVA INICIJATIVA MLADIH ZA LJUDSKA PRAVA INICIJATIVA MLADIH ZA LJUDSKA PRAVA INICIJATIVA MLADIH ZA LJUDSKA PRAVA �     YOUTH INITIATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (YIHR)YOUTH INITIATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (YIHR)YOUTH INITIATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (YIHR)YOUTH INITIATIVE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (YIHR)    

 

Contact:Contact:Contact:Contact:    

Address:  

Josipa � tadlera 10/1 
71000 Sarajevo 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Tel/fax: +387 33 207 257 
Email: bhoffice@yihr.org  
Web: www.yihr.org  

Youth Initiative for Human Rights (YIHR) is a regional non-governmental organisation with 
programmes in the territories of Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina. YIHR was 
formed by young people from these countries in order to enhance youth participation in 
democratisation of the society and empowerment of the rule of law by driving processes of facing 
the past and establishing new progressive connections in the post-conflict region of the former 
Yugoslavia. YIHR was established in 2003. More than 30 people work on it's various projects on a 
daily basis, while several hundred volunteers participate in the organisation's activities. 

Youth Initiative for Human Rights operates offices in Belgrade, Pristina, Podgorica and Sarajevo. 

YIHR's Sarajevo office is focused on building trust between young people in divided communities in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and on regional exchange programmes aiming to establish new 
connections between youth in the region. YIHR has, since its inception, connected the victims of the 
Bosnian War with the youth in Serbia, building trust and promoting truth-telling as a model of 
transitional justice. In 2007, the Bosnia Youth Trust Project (BYTP) will be launched. This project will 
furter stimulate confidence building among youth from different ethnic groups with the aim of 
creating a sustainable activists' network across Bosnia and Hercegovina. In BiH, YIHR pays 
particular attention to sexual and gender minorities and, in cooperation with local partners, 
develops capacities to promote the rights of the LGBTIQ community. 

�

�
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3. POKRET DOSTA3. POKRET DOSTA3. POKRET DOSTA3. POKRET DOSTA!!!!    �     MOVEMENT DOSTAMOVEMENT DOSTAMOVEMENT DOSTAMOVEMENT DOSTA!!!!    

 

 

 

Contact:Contact:Contact:Contact:    

Address:  

Envera � ehovi� a 10/2 
71000 Sarajevo 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Tel: +387 61 205 546 
Email: darko.brkan@gmail.com 
Web: www.dosta.ba  

DOSTA! is movement of citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina that is fighting for dignity of all citizens 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Through activities this movement is trying to activate people in solving 
problems of civil society and wants to make active and aware citizens opposition in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina trough public presentatation, active and direct participation and direct influence of 
citizents on social-political processes. Activities are done by activ members and individuals, and 
also with organizations and institutions that are sharing same values and ideas of movement. 

 


