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The UN General Assembly Reolution 60/251 says that the Human Rights Council „shall be able to hold special session, when needed, at the request of the Council with the support of one third of the membership of the Council”. The 3rd special session as convened at the request of Bahrain and Pakistan, supported by 23 members, „for the purpose of considering and taking action on the gross human rights violations emanating from Israeli military incursions in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including the recent one in Northern Gaza and the assault of Beit Hannoun”. This was the third session convened since June. All of them have been on Israel. The first was held in July on the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory and the second in August Israel’s attacks in Lebanon.

The 3rd special session started with an emotional plea of Palestine to recognise the Israeli attacks. Palestine said about „double standars and manipulation of international law”. This statement was followed by Israeli one. Israel reminded the delegates of the last tragedy caused by rockets fired from the Palestinian territories. It underlined the one-sideness of the draft resolution and gave a clear statement: „As long as the children of Sderot (...) are unable to live in peace and security, Gaza will be unable to have peace and security.” It appealed to Palestine to stop violence and hatred.

Throughout the session large number of delegations condemned the attacks by Israel and expressed the sympathy for the victims in Palestine and their families. USA supported Israel. EU delegates reminded of the need to be non-selective and of the consensus in decision-making process.

Resolution was adopted by 32 votes to 8, with 6 abstensions.

Besides the actual content of the HRC discussions, it's also an important task for SHRC to critically analyze the way the HRC is used by its members. On the content of this issue, there are of course no excuses for the recent blood baths in Gaza. In that sense we support the initiative to address the issue. On the other hand, we must notice the fact that this is already the 3rd Special Session on Israel. As was pointed out by the Israeli representative, the examples for calling Special Sessions are unfortunately ample. 

Even if we strongly condemn the Israeli operation, we must honestly admit that the last one-sided HRC resolution is not what Middle – East really needs, and – especially – it is not what people in Gaza, Beit Hanoun and Sderot need. As liberals, we are foremost concerned about rights of individuals, as we wrote when we were creating SHRC. Furthermore, we believe that it is a human being who always stand in the middle of politics. For liberals, it is not the main problem, which of governments (Israel or Palestine) is innocent. The problem are people suffering of violence. Nevertheless, it is difficult to ask for an evenhanded resolution in a conflict where the parties are not balanced at all. There is a need for institutions like the Human Rights Council to speak out. However, it is necessary that the HRC does this in a credible way. In the past, it was easy to issue a condemnation without any justification. Now, by strengthening the apparatus for monitoring human rights on an international level, the members of HRC will be held more accountable for the statements they make. Hopefully, this will bring an end to the vicious circle of finger-pointing and give way for a strong and effective international voice in regards to the conflict in the region.










