UN Human Rights Council

The International Federation of Liberal Youth,

Noting that:

· On 15 March 2006, the United Nations General Assembly voted in favour of creating the Human Rights Council, as a successor for the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, which was criticized for its selectiveness and the membership of states that have poor human rights records;

· The Human Rights Council will have a system of universal periodic review, which intends to examine the application of human rights by the Council’s members during their term, as members are expected to uphold the highest standards of human rights and must fully cooperate with the Council;

· The Executive Committee of IFLRY in Niagara Falls approved a resolution on 11 June 2006, a few days before the first session of the Human Rights Council, in which IFLRY calls for the Council’s members to keep a firm commitment to the defence of human rights and to the further development of international law in the field of human rights;

· The Human Rights Council has so far held two regular sessions where various resolutions were approved, three special sessions on Middle East and one special session to the human rights situation in Darfur;

Considering that:

· The election of countries such as Russia, China, Cuba, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and Azerbaijan to the Human Rights Council makes the development and implementation of an effective and transparent system of universal periodic review a high priority;

· It is necessary for international NGOs, such as IFLRY, to act as observers of the activities of the Council and to voice an opinion when necessary, since civil society plays an important role in international politics in providing a counterbalance to the positions taken by member-states of the UN;

· Outgoing UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has stated that the members of the Council should not be split along the fault line between North and South and that situation in the Middle East should be dealt with impartially and not monopolize attention at the expense of others where there are equally grave or even graver violations;
· It is hopeful that the delegation of Finland, on behalf of the EU members, requested a special session on the human rights situation in Darfur, and that these cooperative efforts to lead should be applauded and followed by other members in the future;
· It is a great challenge and task for members of the Human Rights Council to properly utilise the newly-established procedures and institutions;
· Young liberals should be at the forefront in the protection of promotion of human rights worldwide, and that the commitment of IFLRY on this international level through a shadow committee is a necessary action in ensuring that a liberal voice is heard when the world community deals with serious cases of human rights offences;

Calls upon:

· The members of the Human Rights Council to make this new institution a success, by guaranteeing that human rights situations receive equal attention, the special rapporteurs can do their work adequately and that the system of universal periodic review will give strong impulses the necessary and objective accountability in the application of human rights;

· National government to give full cooperation in the special procedures of the Human Rights Council, and to take an active role in establishing good standards for human rights throughout the world;

· Member organizations of IFLRY to be actively engaged in the critical scrutiny of the work of the Human Rights Council, by looking at ways to influence the positions of the Human Rights Council in a liberal direction, and thus more strongly committed to the full and universal presence of human rights.

