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Shadow Human Rights Council

Subject: Report of the UN Human Rights Council 4th special session on Darfur (12-13 December 2006)

IFLRY SHRC welcomed the fact that the UN Human Rights Council convened its fourth special session and devoted it to Darfur. We would like to reiterate that we appreciate the efforts made by Finland on behalf of the EU in this matter. 

We accept the observation of Algeria expressed during this session: “There is a substantial difference between this Special session of the Council and the three preceding ones: The previous ones were initiated by groups of developing countries and opposed by their development partners; this one was initiated by the latter and supported by the former”. However, the effect of the sessions – in our opinion – should not depend on this difference and we hope that approaches taken by all the countries (whichever group they belong to) primarily take into account the seriousness of the situation and the universal character of human rights.

Sudan consistently criticised (during the session) all the international reports, undermined their credibility and rejected all the proposals of an international activity in the country. The African Group (represented by Algeria) underlined that there are some crucial differences between the content of the reports prepared by the UN and the ones worked out by the AU. Therefore, it supported the need to send a high-level mission to Darfur.

We treat the session and all the HRC’s activities in the field of human rights situation in Darfur as an important part of actions taken by the international community (the United Nations and the African Union) in this country. At the opening of the session the UN Secretary General said: “(...) your deliberations today are also of vital importance. It is important that this Council will send a clear and united message to warn all concerned, on behalf of the whole world, that the current situation is simply unacceptable and will not be allowed to continue.”

The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights underlined the seriousness of the situation and gave another argument to persuade the Members about the need of ane international action: “The spill-over of the conflict has now engulfed parts of Chad and of the Central African Republic”. She emphasized – counter to the statement of Sudan – that the Government has failed to fulfil its obligations required by the Darfur Peace Agreement and – moreover – supports militia, which is in the con flictthe party responsible for the grossest violations.

IFLRY SHRC appreciates the efforts made by all the members of the HRC in order to achieve consensus and adopt the resolution. The achievements – as observed by Germany – of this sessions are: an open broad debate and an operational follow-up with 2 elements: an objective assessment of the facts and concrete recommendation on how to improve the human rights situation. These achievements were aims of all the countries.

This observations gives a good signal about the Council and improves its credibility. However, the consensus could have been much better. IFLRY SHRC calls for a further development of the international community’s awareness of the actual needs in the field of human rights. We share the opinion of the United Kingdom: „(...) cooperation and dialogue can not be ends in themselves. (...) our [diplomats’] comfort must not come at the price of more deaths uncommented upon; of more suffering ignored, of more violence...”

((The statements by the Shadow Human Rights Committee do not necessarily express the official position of the International Federation of Liberal Youth)
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